
1 



2 



3 



4 



5 



6 



7 



8 



9 



10 



11 



12 



13 



14 

Nearly all of the educational and humanitarian activities for which clubs and districts 

seek funding from the Foundation will be supported through either Rotary Foundation 

Global Grants or Rotary Foundation District Grants.   

 

So what are some examples of projects or activities supported by global grants? 

Clubs and districts in two countries partner together to develop an international safe 

drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene education project that will benefit 100,000 people 

in an urban area with a match from a Rotary Foundation Global Grant.  The grant funds 

equipment and training expenses.  The project will be sustained years beyond the 

expenditure of the grant funds as Rotarians have negotiated support from government 

agencies and the Foundationôs strategic partners to help provide funding, training, and 

ongoing maintenance.  

A district sponsors a scholar to another country to enroll in a two-year masterôs degree 

program in the field of water management.  As part of the scholarship, the student 

conducts field research for three-months in India visiting water distribution systems in 

rural areas.  While on site, the scholar also helps to share techniques proven successful in 

locating and sinking wells to tap new sources of ground water. The scholar uses supplies 

and equipment that she brought with her to India. The global grant covers the scholarôs 

expenses before she departsðfor example visa application, participation in a regional 

outbound orientation seminar for Foundation grantees, and airline ticket.  The grant also 

covers the scholarôs expenses while abroadðfor example tuition, language training,  



housing, food, and costs associated with her field research and supplies while in India.  

Clubs and districts apply for a Rotary Foundation Global Grant to help implement an 

international malaria project that has been designed with support from one of the 

Foundationôs strategic partners to distribute bed nets and malaria treatments.  The partner 

organization helps provide surveillance and training in collaboration with Rotarians on 

the ground who are distributing bed nets and training people to use them in rural areas.     

A vocational training team of ten physicians travel to another country to study how 

healthcare professionals treat foot injuries resulting from various diseases.  As part of 

their activities, the team purchases supplies in the host community and conducts a hands-

on workshop to instruct people on how to locally construct inexpensive footwear that 

prevents foot injuries common in those suffering from diseases that lead to such wounds.  

The global grant covers the teamôs expenses before it departsðfor example visa 

applications, inoculations, participation in a regional outbound orientation seminar for 

Foundation grantees, language training, and airline tickets.  The grant also covers the 

teamôs expenses while abroadðfor example housing, food, supplies to construct the 

footwear, and hosting the workshop.  The district includes in the grant the cost for a 

reciprocal visit of a vocational training team from the other country where they can 

receive specialized training.  

 

The Foundation will measure the results of these projects to demonstrate their cumulative 

global impact in each of the areas of focus. The results will be shared with Rotarians and 

the Foundationôs strategic partners and publicized globally.   
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So what are some other examples of projects or activities supported by Rotary 

Foundation District Grants? 

 

International travel for a local doctor to volunteer at a clinic. The district has complete 

control over the length of travel and who is qualified to go. Possible travelers could be 

non-Rotarians, Rotarians, Rotaract members, spouses of Rotarians, etc. The district will 

also have the flexibility to cover any immunizations, visas, hotel costs, supplies relating 

to the project.  

 

Scholarship for a student to attend a local or international university. The district will be 

able to determine the area of study, length of study term, and the age and previous 

experience the scholar should have. The scholarship could fund their travel, tuition, 

books, and other school fees.  

 

Donating art supplies for an after-school youth program. The district can choose to do 

this local project in conjunction with a single club or as a districtwide project. They will 

also be able to provide $500 worth of supplies or $15,000 worth of supplies, depending 

on how the district chooses to use these funds.  

 

Send ShelterBox containers in response to natural disaster in another district. The district  



may have initially earmarked funds for an after school program. After learning about a 

recent disaster, the district can change its original plans and use that funding to respond to 

the disaster.  

 

Support a district project funded primarily by the clubs. Rotarians from several Rotary 

clubs in the district work together to develop a water project in a rural village and have 

raised some funding on their own but need a small amount more to complete the project 

and purchase the necessary equipment.  The district distributes some of their district grant 

funds to the clubs involved to complete this small humanitarian project in their district.   

 

Hold a professional exchange with another district similar to the current Group Study 

Exchange program.  The district could select participants to travel based on their own 

requirements and use district grant funds to purchase the airfare and other travel-related 

expenses.  The district might also choose to use these funds to bring a team from another 

district as part of the exchange. 

 

All of these activities funded with Rotary Foundation District Grants are eligible provided 

they fall within the overall mission of the Foundation.  
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Over the past three decades, Rotarians have increasingly relied on The Rotary 

Foundation to help them address humanitarian and educational needs locally and abroad. 

 

As Rotarians generously increased their giving to the Foundation and proposed 

additional ways to address humanitarian and educational needs, the Foundation 

responded by offering new programs. 

 

Some examples of this program growth include the establishment of Health, Hunger and 

Humanity (3-H) Grants in 1979 and the exponential growth in Matching Grants in the 

past 10 years. District Simplified Grants were created in 2003 and became a popular way 

for districts to distribute grant funds directly to clubs for projects in their own 

communities and abroad.  

 

However, it is the Foundationôs focused efforts on polio eradication that have led to its 

most internationally recognized accomplishments and attracted support and funding from 

governments, NGOs, and most recently the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, which has 

committed a total of $355 million to The Rotary Foundation.   

 

The growth in activity in the Educational and Humanitarian program areas has made it 

increasingly difficult for these programs to produce high impact, focused, and  



sustainable outcomes while providing timely service. As the Foundation adapted to the 

increasing numbers of grant requests, its processes became more complex, larger, and less 

efficient. Rotarians demand and deserve a more simple and more effective Foundation 

that builds on the lessons learned over the last 30 years. 
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